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Transition Black Isle (TBI)  was formed in 2009 as part of the worldwide Transition movement and is one of about 200 Transition groups in the UK, with a similar number overseas, and hundreds more are following the same agenda without formally joining the movement.  The group is run by volunteers, and depends for its success on an active membership of people who share our determination to take positive local community-based action to tackle the issues of climate change and resource depletion.  We have more than 130 active members in communities across the Black Isle  and constructive links with a wide range of individuals and groups locally and further afield.

We are pleased to see increasing reference to the importance of climate change and local empowerment for communities reflected in this draft Local Plan.  We will be looking to ensure these good words result in real, permanent and significant changes embodied in the final Local Plan and its implementation over the next decade.  This decade is possibly one of the most crucial in terms of reducing the worst of and adopting to the impacts of climate change and the end of the assumption of easily-available fossil fuels.

In this response, we will talk mostly about principles and core values and would very much wish to be involved in the details of the development plan process as we go through these stages.  We can bring our experience of delivering low-carbon and pro-social projects on a Black-Isle wide basis to this process.  

In many cases, even where communities and individuals are very willing, projects may fail because they are seen to be against the spirit of the Local Plan, therefore this response indicates where broad approval in principle in the Local Plan for each community can unlock the potential and reduce the hurdles that hinder so many good projects.

Food and Growing is a core part of the Black Isle and the Local Plan can be part of a transition towards more local food growing, more local food processing, more local food available to buy for communities here.

The recent Highland Good Food Conversation and Conference (co-led by TBI) has identified a number of potentially significant ‘growth areas’ for all aspects of food in the highlands and the Inner Moray Firth with its high quality farmland must be a leading area.

Communities have expressed a desire and need to grow more food and, while allotments serve a need for individuals to take on plots for private use, TBI would like to see the Local Plan approve in principle for land to be taken for cultivation by community groups, tenants associations etc with as few planning hurdles as possible.

We would like to see every new housing development have land allocated and serviced for community food growing by householders.

We would like to see approval in principle for community-scale composting in every community.

Food isn’t only plants grown in tubs and plots, but also includes fruits, berries and nuts from trees and shrubs.  TBI would like to see many more community orchards and woodland available for planting and harvesting by communities; where this comes under the powers of the Local Plan.  Perhaps again, we seek a ‘presumed acceptance’ or permitted development to ease the process of creating these.

Multi-function community woodlands are also useful for outdoor education, employment and recreation and TBI would like to see many more - one per community at least.

Travel and Transport is essential in dispersed communities when much of the core social infrastructure is villages and larger conurbations (eg Inverness, Dingwall or Fortrose).  While TBI would like to see stronger and more resilient communities able to provide more of their own employment, social and other needs, the road network in the Black Isle is already coming under pressure and more housing (while essential) will only add to this.

TBI would like to see foot and cycle paths between every community to allow school children, cycling commuters, recreational users and visitors a rewarding and safe off-road experience.  In particular there should within the time frame of the Development Plan be a commitment to an integrated clearly-identified network of paths across the length and breadth of the Black Isle as well as a commitment to an efficient and reliable bus service.  

There should be appropriate provision for all those unable to drive for whatever reason (for example, financial, medical, or age) to access the wide facilities of the Black Isle without discrimination.

We would like to see public electric vehicle charging points in every community  for locals and visitors.  

We welcome the carrying-over from the current Plan to create a Park and Ride, but question whether Tore is the most appropriate location.

Energy efficiency, renewable energy and community facilities  are part of how we address climate change.  Building standards are outwith the scope of Local Plans, but it is disappointing to see how house builders manage to get away with poor standards of energy efficiency, emphasis on individual heating provision (rather than the more efficient district heating), poor site design that emphasises car  ownership etc.   

We would like the Local Plan to  acknowledge the benefits of community-scale Renewable Energy provision across the Inner Moray Firth area, with some sort of spatial analysis and locational guidance as to which types of communal RE (eg small wind turbines, run-of-river turbines and micro-hydro, community borehole for hot water, water-source heatpumps) will be seen as acceptable by Planners, so as to encourage communities to install such infrastructure.

Plastic and other wastes are endemic.  TBI wishes the Local Plan to encourage more plastic deposit facilities in each community and XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

The Local Plan Main Issues Report sets out some fine objectives, but Highland Council does not have the resources to carry them out.  The more that powers, budgets, approvals and responsibilities can be delegated to local and sub-regional communities, partnerships and other bodies; the more that can be achieved.  TBI would like to be part of that process.

In conclusion

Rephrasing our second paragraph for added emphasis from the viewpoint of a Transition Group, we ask that the planners become immersed in the requirements of the Climate Change Act which requires Scotland to be carbon neutral by 2045.  The year-on-year reductions required are a formidable challenge, so the actions required to meet the targets must begin here and now, and be the essential test for any of the future proposed development. 

